
 
 

 

 

 

TREY’s environment programme 

Introduction 

 

The Strategy of the Student Union of Tampere University states that the 

mission of the Student Union is “to stand for and advance things that are 

important to students”. 

 

Our Policy Paper, approved in 2018, stated that considering environmental 

matters should be cross-cutting “in all activity and influencing work of the 

Student Union”. We adopted the policy also to influence that Tampere 

University is “profiled as a pioneer in the questions of sustainable 

development” and that the Student Union and the University “require their 

own activity, investments, and their owned companies to consider 

sustainable development in their operation”. In addition, it was recorded in 

the Policy Paper that the methods of the cooperation partners should not 

repeatedly contradict the policies of the Student Union. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

The implementation of these policies requires long-term development and 

communication work from all the sectors of the Student Union's activities. To 

support this work, the first environment programme of the Student Union of 

Tampere University has now been prepared. 

 

The environment programme specifies the entries on the Policy Paper and 

sets various practical objectives as examples of how the Student Union's 

sustainable development policies can be pursued in the coming years. Each 

objective is the responsibility of TREY’s sector or working group. However, it is 

clear that the programme as such does not yet complete the work of our 

Student Union in the field of sustainable development, as there is certainly 

room for improvement in the future as well. Therefore, the aim is to monitor 

the environment programme in the future as part of the development of 

TREY's other activities. 

 

Our target is to create a student community in Tampere, where 

environmentally friendly activities are not only possible but also easy, fun, 

and communal. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

TREY's environment programme is the product of its time, which takes a 

stand on current environmental issues. For that reason, the environment 

programme should be updated regularly. The environment programme is 

valid until further notice and its possible need to be updated is decided by 

the Executive Board of the Student Union. The main responsibility for 

monitoring the implementation of the targets lies with the board member 

responsible for sustainable development and the staff member responsible 

for sustainable development, with the assistance of the rest of the office staff. 

The annual assessments of the achievement of the targets are recorded in 

one document and the implementation of the programme is annually 

reported to the Council of Representatives. 

 

The environment programme will be introduced to TREY's new board, as well 

as, to the extent necessary, to the environmental coordinators of the 

associations operating within TREY. TREY's environment programme is 

approved by TREY's Council of Representatives.  



 
 

 

 

 

Targets 

 

This section includes the targets and intermediate targets of TREY's 

environment programme, divided thematically into four different themes: 

education and training, the University as an organization, interest groups, and 

TREY's internal activities.  

 

Education and training 

Target: 

Everyone who graduates 

from Tampere University 

knows how to operate 

sustainably in their own 

field 

Intermediate targets: 

Themes of sustainable development are 

included in each degree programme so 

that raising awareness of sustainable 

development does not depend on an 

individual's interest in the matter. 

Responsibility: Educational affairs sector 

 



 
 

 

 

 

The University encourages faculties to 

produce credits for sustainable 

development by providing money in the 

University's internal funding model 

according to the credits produced. 

Responsibility:  Educational affairs sector 

 

The university invests sufficient resources in 

in-service training of teaching staff on 

sustainable development themes. 

Responsibility: Educational affairs sector 

Target: 

 

The University is a place 

where you can have a 

critical discussion and 

consider your own 

activities 

Intermediate targets: 

 

The university values and promotes 

multidisciplinary research that builds an 

ecologically, socially, and culturally 

sustainable society. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

The targets of an ecologically sustainable student union are not only built on 

reducing environmental impact, but also the carbon handprint plays a 

significant role in building a sustainable future. Raising awareness through 

training and various events will enable long-term, diverse, and 

multidisciplinary work for a more sustainable future.  

Responsibility: Sustainable development 

sector, educational affairs sector   

 

The university arranges public forums, 

facilities and events that enable self-

imposed environmental activities at a low 

threshold. 

Responsibility: Sustainable development 

sector 



 
 

 

 

 

The University as an organization 

 

In addition to education and training, the University's physical facilities and 

communication are also significant objects of influence. Whether it is about 

opportunities to recycle, the use of green electricity or communicating 

various ways of influencing, it is in TREY's interest that our closest interest 

group does things sustainably and with the participation of students. 

 

Target: 

 

Recycling to the 

maximum 

extent at the 

University 

Intermediate targets: 

 

There are recycling rooms on every campus. 

Recycling rooms are in visible locations, easily 

accessible and in active use, and the University 

communicates their existence. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector, 

campus development sector 

 



 
 

 

 

 

There are waste sorting bins everywhere and they 

have been placed specifically in spaces where 

community members spend time. The containers 

are clearly marked with pictures of what to put in 

them. 

 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector, 

campus development sector 

The University's events and activities aim at Zero 

Waste thinking and minimizing the amount of 

landfill waste. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector 

Target: 

 

The University 

actively and 

openly 

communicates 

Intermediate targets: 

 

The University sets itself ambitious environmental 

objectives and communicates them openly. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector 

 



 
 

 

 

 

on the themes 

of sustainable 

development 

The University's website provides easy and 

accessible information on the University's 

sustainable development activities, participation 

opportunities, educational provision, and current 

research. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector, 

communications sector 

Target: 

 

Movement and 

travelling are 

done 

sustainably 

Intermediate targets: 

 

Campuses can be reached from any direction, 

especially from areas with a dense urban structure 

effortlessly by cycling, public transport or walking. 

Responsibility: Urban advocacy  



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

Movement and 

travelling are 

done 

sustainably 

Intermediate targets: 

 

The University encourages the staff to commute by 

bicycle or using low-emission public transport. The 

University has principles for travelling that 

encourage more environmentally friendly travelling, 

both in commutation and when traveling abroad. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector 

 

The University has enough secure bicycle parking 

systems and shelters. 

Responsibility:  Campus development sector 



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

Eco-campuses 

Intermediate targets: 

 

All campuses and offices of the university 

community have consistent and responsible 

policies on the use of green electricity, recycling 

practices, and other major issues affecting the 

environmental and carbon footprints. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector, 

campus development 

 

University campuses will increase the self-

sufficiency in the amount of use of solar electricity 

by installing solar panels on campus. 

Responsibility:  Campus development 

 

The University's facilities services and the University 

Properties of Finland Ltd (SYK) work systematically 

to reduce emissions from the properties. 



 
 

 

 

 

Responsibility:  Campus development sector, 

sustainable development sector 

 

Consumption of electricity, water and paper will be 

reduced at the University in a target-oriented 

manner. For example, the University can try dry 

toilets to reduce the water use. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector, 

campus development sector 

 

The University is a Fair Trade Campus. 

Responsibility:  Social affairs sector 

Target: 

 

The operations 

and 

management of 

Intermediate targets: 

 

The University's investment activities are 

transparent and binding principles for sustainable 

development have been created for it. 



 
 

 

 

 

the University is 

sustainable 

Responsibility:  Educational affairs 

 

One of the principles in organizing tender 

competitions at the University is to consider the 

indicators of sustainable development. 

Responsibility:  Educational affairs 

 

Interest groups 

 

In addition to the University, other interest group activities should also be 

critically examined in the light of sustainable development. In addition to the 

general standards, the environment programme takes a stand on the 

sustainability of student housing and student meals, as there are good 

prerequisites for this influencing work. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

Visible and 

environmentally 

conscious 

cooperation 

Intermediate targets: 

 

TREY has standards for sustainable and 

responsible corporate cooperation. 

Responsibility:  Main sector, corporate cooperation, 

Visiiri 

 

In cooperation with interest groups, we invest in 

diverse content that provides students with, for 

example, places to influence, events, or 

information on responsibility and environmental 

issues. 

Responsibility:  Corporate cooperation 



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

The student 

restaurants are 

ecological 

Intermediate targets: 

 

The student restaurants develop their operations 

and recipes in such a way that all the food 

alternatives offered are as low-emission and 

environmentally friendly as possible, and at least 

one vegan food is always available. 

Responsibility:  Main sector, corporate cooperation, 

social affairs sector 

 

Student restaurants communicate responsibility 

openly. The environmental impacts of the meal 

options are communicated clearly and visibly, and 

the low-emission option is easy to choose. 

Responsibility:  Main sector, social affairs sector 



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

The student 

restaurants are 

ecological 

Intermediate targets: 

 

Food services focus on the presentation and 

attractiveness of vegetarian food and low-

emission food for example through pricing. 

Responsibility:  Main sector, social affairs sector 

 

Food loss to minimum: restaurants distribute or sell 

out excess food and provide information on the 

amount of waste. 

Responsibility:  Main sector, social affairs sector 



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

Student housing in 

Tampere is 

environmentally 

friendly 

Intermediate targets: 

 

Student housing foundations are systematically 

developing their operations to be more 

environmentally friendly. 

Responsibility:  Social affairs sector 

 

All student housing properties have functional and 

comprehensive recycling possibilities. 

Responsibility:  Social affairs sector 

 

The student housing properties have secure 

bicycle storage and racks. 

Responsibility:  Social affairs sector 

 

Student housing properties are heated with 

renewable energy. 

Responsibility:  Social affairs sector 

  



 
 

 

 

 

TREY’s internal activities 

 

To be able to truly say that we are in favour of a sustainable future, action 

must also be taken within TREY to promote ecological sustainability. Such 

actions include making sustainable choices when organizing events, training 

associations operating within TREY, and striving for carbon neutrality. 

Target: 

 

TREY encourages, 

supports, and 

trains 

Intermediate targets: 

 

TREY's website contains guidelines and training 

materials for associations to use to develop the 

environmental friendliness of their activities. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector, 

association sector 

Target: 

 

TREY encourages, 

supports, and 

trains 

Intermediate targets: 

 

TREY encourages associations operating within it 

for environmental responsibility, for example in 

their operational grant criteria. 



 
 

 

 

 

Responsibility:  Association sector 

 

Every year, TREY organizes trainings to support the 

responsibility and environmental friendliness of 

association activities from various perspectives. 

Responsibility:  Association sector, sustainable 

development sector 

 

Associations operating within TREY are provided 

assistance from Specialists in the preparation and 

organization of statements, campaigns, events, 

etc. that call for responsibility and environmental 

action. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector, 

association sector 



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

TREY leads by 

example 

Intermediate targets: 

 

TREY will be carbon neutral in 2025. Preparing a 

plan to achieve the target of carbon neutrality. 

Responsibility:  Main sector, everyone 

 

The Student Union's actives and staff are 

introduced and committed to TREY's sustainable 

development guidelines and environment 

programme. 

Responsibility:  Main sector 

 

The environmental impacts of TREY's activities are 

regularly examined, and the activities are 

systematically developed to consider the issues of 

sustainable development. 

Responsibility:  Main sector, TREY’s entire office 



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

TREY leads by 

example 

Intermediate targets: 

 

TREY rewards actives with intangible gifts and 

encourages the rest of the university community to 

do the same. 

Responsibility:  Association sector & main sector, 

everyone 

 

TREY organizes annually a sustainable 

development themed event. 

Responsibility:  Sustainable development sector, 

event sector 

 

TREY takes sustainable development into account 

in printed products, such as table tents. The use of 

print and branded products is carefully 

considered, and the products are acquired as 

sustainably as possible and only for the need. 

Responsibility:  Brand sector, communications 



 
 

 

 

 

 

When TREY's actives travel within Finland or 

abroad, the aim is to choose the lowest-emission 

travel option as possible. 

Responsibility:  Main sector 

 

TREY is part of the Fair Trade university community 

and buys Fair Trade products whenever it is an 

option. 

Responsibility:  Everyone 

 

TREY's purchases are made responsibly and only 

for genuine needs. Environmentally certified 

products are preferred in purchase. The 

environmental loads of the purchases are 

identified throughout the product's life cycle. 

Responsibility:  Financial affairs sector, IT support, 

TREY’s entire office 



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

TREY takes 

environmental 

responsibility of its 

events 

Intermediate targets: 

 

Responsible operators are selected as the main 

partners in the events in accordance with TREY's 

corporate cooperation standards. 

Responsibility:  Event sector 

 

Eating in events is organized in a low-emission 

manner and food loss is tried to minimize. The aim 

is to avoid the use of disposable tableware. 

Attention is paid to the environmental friendliness 

of the used disposable tableware. 

Responsibility:  Event sector 



 
 

 

 

 

Target: 

 

TREY takes 

environmental 

responsibility for its 

events 

Intermediate targets: 

 

Venues are selected so that they can be reached 

by public transport. Joint transportation is 

arranged for the biggest events. 

Responsibility:  Event sector 

 

In the events, the aim is to minimize the amount of 

waste and recycle all the waste generated. 

Responsibility:  Event sector 

 

Environmental issues are considered in the 

selection of event activities, decorations, and 

possible products. 

Responsibility:  Event sector 

 

The themes of the events consider, as far as 

possible, current sustainable development issues. 

Responsibility:  Event sector 



 
 

 

 

 

 

The student community events can be 

participated without the need for additional 

consumption. For example, the recycling of party 

and sitsit clothing is encouraged. 

Responsibility:  Association and event sector, 

sustainable development sector 
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